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Diana Clements 15 October 2025



Design by Dee 
McLean Art

Total length 14.5 k, about 9 miles

Part 1
Branch Hill Pond to West Hampstead 
Stations

Part 2
West Hampstead Stations to the 
Serpentine

Part 3
The Serpentine to the Thames



Part 1 Branch Hill Pond to West 
Hampstead Stations
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Start: Branch Hill Pond



The sources of the Westbourne  and their relation to the geology



Finish of Part 2
West Hampstead Stations 
in 1746 (Rocque map)



Part 2 West Hampstead Stations
to the Serpentine

Start: West Hampstead Stations 

Bagshot Sand

Claygate Beds

London Clay

Branch Hill Pond

Sources of the Westbourne          BGS 1920s 6”



Finish of Part 2
Bayswater Road 
Drinking Fountain

Kilburn



Part 3 The Serpentine to the 
Thames

Start: 
Head of the Longwater
in Hyde Park

Note how the river has 
eroded the much younger 
Thames Terrace gravels

From the outfall of the 
Serpentine to the Thames, 
the route is underlain by pale 
yellow Alluvium

Finish: Chelsea Embankment



Finish before
Thames Tideway

Hyde Park



The new end to the walk in 2025

Thames Tideway opened their 
Chelsea Quay in 2024
Note the layered brickwork of the 
Florian Roithmayr design

The ventilation shafts lead into the 
‘super sewer’that runs down the 
centre of the Thames

Thanks 


